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Two men within the wooden tower
had bLroken out the gloss sldes. Within

smoke and flames wWere ag
two lamps were upsst nnd

The
u ht

fire. The Inruabh of witer prevente
furious biaze, hut the Nre was rreeplns
about  wherever the oll was spiashed
The launch, as If prepardd for this
catastroplie, proguced a fire hose whicly
T immediately Lidgan to play on  the
fice, Incldentolly drenching the two men,
who niready were us wet as a couple of
wiler rots,
Langton, who wnsz In the Isunch,

hauied them abopnrd.
an ordinury sallor,

The vt i was
the other woan an offi-

cer In the German naval uniform A
he was dragged Into the launeh he
etendind  himaclf, found his feet and
ntood rigldly st “sttention.” bringing his

whilch
iy

sunt von Stiend-
"of the lmpoerial German

hund to his head, upon
no cap, and howed st
“1 am Lisulenint (
hal,”™ he sald
nivy."

“Glad to sce ynu,' rsald Langton,
warmly grosping Von Stlendhal’s hand,
“I recolleet mecting you last year at

there was

Klel. Don't you recollect

Lisutenant Count wvon Eflendhal, hav-
Ing a slow Teutonle mind, nL first did
not remember, amnd besldes he was just
out of the jaws of death by fSame wand
water. Langton, however, went on, the
meén In the lnunch meanwhile ndustiri-
ously attaching o blg hawser to the
Il.g‘uzhmm-

‘Don’t you remember the Kalser's ball
al Kiel, and what & jolly time we hud
with those two American glels out thete,

the daughters of the American ad-
miral? Nothing lke "em. They have
brth got marvied since.  Well, It was
protty risky  business for a launeh as
small as this to go bobbing kbout for
n fMonting lighthouse, but we don't mind
ii::mwr when we are trying to save
1 { A

Some Pleasantries,

Von Stendhal had been partiolly dazed
by the reminlscences of Kiel and the
daughters of the Americng admiral, but
when It ¢ame to having ihe Hghthouse
ramme<=il and a couple of oll lamps tum-
Bimd on the flnor and the r-nt';wl:'!l"u:: of
this outrage clalming to be harole life-

snvers, It was more than ho could stand.
He replied, after a moment's reflection,
surcastically.

‘Do you not have pny lookouts on your
ship™*

“Oh, ho. That's good!” c¢huckled Lang-

ton, 11l have to tell that to the first
lord of the admiraity. Nice old cock he
15, and fond of n joke No lookouts on
one of his majesty’s crulsers, Ho! ho!™

“I Judged 80" replled Von Silendhel
blandly, “by the manner In which the
crilger was steered.’'”

Langton hid no more time far econ-
versation then, Anolther bLont from the
Seahorde was Iving alongslde with an-

other hawsor, alse with half a dozen big
buoys, such as wreckers use and are
not alwuys found abeard a whip of war
The s=adlors swarmed all over the half
submerged wreck, and In about half an
hour the lighthouse appearsd to have Inid
down on the water for o nap, and to ¥
been cnught In noaplder's web of haw

from the Seahorse

The Beahorme. menanwhile, hand got her
noee smashed in the encounter, and
lates of sheet Iron were broken and
wint, and ploughehares and axe helves
wers dropped  into the water, and the
native sampans wore already putting off
with thelr long tongs (o selze this pre-

clous plunder
Another swarm of =allars climbed ke

flies all over the Beahorse's hroken nose
nand worked feroclously hy  the light of
ewinging Incandescent llghts.  Another

gong was angaged in dumping scrap lron
matern.

While this was going on Van Stlendhal,
Isaking more ke Lohengrin than ever,
sat at dinner In the cabin with Hy.
There seemed to bhe no particular re
son why Von Etlendhal should remain,
&s he could ‘eaplly have got ashore in a
sampan, but the Britlsh do not possess
all the wits In the world, and Von Stiend-
hal had a few hralns under his eurly
blond halr. He promptly accapled Hdye's
invitation to remaln and dine In  the
eabin, #nd éven suld that he would not
trouble Commander Hyde to send him
ashare, a= It would be equally eonvenlent
for him to go down to Wel-hal-wel and
take the traln back.

This pr wition wnas jnylully acoopted
by Hyde and private instructions were
sont 1o the cabin ¢onk to serve the Anest
dinner that the tinned luxuries in .the
bin pantry would supply. Langton also
was asked to dine In the oabin. The

fact that important things were being
done while the commander and hin exeou-
tive officar wern enjoying a ten-course
dinner was explained by the fact that
there ware plenty of enmpatent men at
worlt repsiring the al'ggu damege which

the false nose of the Heahorso had suf-
fered in ler eucounter with the lght-
house

Ar 1 matler of fact. her only Injury

wis the brenking of her nose. which was
an artificial feature.

o jor.' anld Van Etiendhal
. ‘when the eeeund bottle of
champrgne was opaned, “why you. could
not avald the lghthouss. The light was
visible &t leist balf & mile away and was
In the innermost curve of the hay."

“Wa die our hent " replled Hyde earn-
estly, “‘and tried to keap ont of the bRy,
but thia sghip has never answersd her
helm very well and her steering goar
ot eonplelely out of order just two
wndeed  yards hefors we rommed the
lighthouge. We meant to give It a wido
burth, but there 18 a kind of depravity in
inanimate tilngs sometimes, and a ship
will make a fool of hersalf when you leant

expect It. Don't you know 112
“I cannol suy that I have ever seen
o vensol of the Imperial German navy

make such A fool of Hzell as did the
Senhorae ' replled Von Stlendhal, looking
Hyde siandily in the eye.

But He Didn't,

Hyda's Impulss wag to throw his glans
of chumpagne full in Von Stlendhal's face,
but he restenined himselfl. He saw pro-
motlon and a blg commuand ahend of him,
wnid thess two things are mighly factors
in_esif-dontrol.

Toward 10 o'clock that night the Sea-
horse pegan her retorn journey down the
river, towing the lighthouse after her.
The tide was running out in fury and
wnn whipped by a rattling breege, and
ihe Seahorse scarcely felt the wooden
boex towlng astern. She might havas
raached Wel-hal-wel by daylight, but In-
stead she slacked alp when nearing the
harbor and finally came o a dead stop.
It was Sunday morning, and at ® o'clock
the Sunday morning Inspection was held
an all the British ships and also on a
very smart 1ittle American crulser, the
Allottn, which had come up to Wel-hal-
wel 1o make a friendly call.

It was then that Hyde slected to steam
uF to the anchorage, taking a berth as
close as he wis permittad to the Melam-
pas. He responded promptly to a algnal
ordering him to come ahoard. Every eye
on every ship in the harbor was fixed on
the Seahorse with her odd-looking tow.
In the ¢abin of the Melampas Hyde Lold
his story to the ndmiral.

"We rammed the llghthouse, sir, amid-
ahips, and pulled off without so much as
n dented plate. We had got o false bow
on _the Seahorse

Then he deseribed In technleal lan-
gunge what had been done st the factory
pler at the llttle town on the river.

‘Of course we knew that an sceldent

might happen to the men In the light-
?‘tmei. =0 we had the launch oul with a
hose and the lfe-savers ready. We
hauled two men out of the lighthouss
and bave them stiil. One of them, Lieu-
tenant Count von Stiendhal. didn't ask
tx be set azhors, but semed more than
willtng to coms down here with us. He
Is this moment smoking on the poop of
the Benhorse '

“Quite naturally.” sald Admiral Har-'
bord, “the fellow wanted (o sce what we
were golng to do about It Well I had
rather he wouldn't Novertheloss, yout
rammed  the llghthouse and ftowed It

ywn here .lrul ciiptured the officer and
mnn In charg or urae, |L wae an ac-

M’ul accldent. you know.'
“Oh, ves " answered Hyde, beaming,
“we wore dnmaged. you know. slr 1t
took us thres hours to got that false
nose off the ship and make her look ke
she hodn't been In & prize-flght and to
dump the scrap lron overboard and get
the tow all right. It was an accident;
the kind of an aceldent that Is likely to
happen when o lighthouse 1= put Inside
the bight of a bay."
To this the Admiral sterniy replied:
“The whole thing will be investigated.

cldent, un

I shall appoint & court of Inquiry today
and you all have the hrnr. command
aval le gs soon an possible.’

That night 11 « wns relofeing In many
wardraoms @ abine at Wei-hai-wei,
which l$ a Britilsh naval station.

Ilsutenant Coutit von Silendhnl, at
Chno-Chau, was justifyvir himself to his
commander for returning to Wel-hal-wel
[n the Seahorse. -

“T dld it he sald, “"my
Ing aroussd as to the way
accldent happenad. hut [ found out anly
one thing, whieh I kpew hafore. Ach,
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